
4th World Future Energy Summit  

 

Statement by Her Excellency  

 

Sheikh Hasina  

 

Prime Minister  

Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh  

 

Abu Dhabi, Monday, 04 Magh 1417, 17 January 2011  

 

Bismillahir Rahmanir Rahim  

 

Your Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan  

Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and the  

Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces  

Your Excellency, Mr.Ban Ki Moon, Secretary General of the United Nations,  

Distinguished Keynote Speakers,  

Dr. Sultan Al Jaber, CEO of Masdar,  

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 

Assalamu Alaikum and Good Morning to you all.  

 

I express my deep gratitude to Your Highness for the kind invitation to participate in this 

important summit. I also thank Your Highness for the warm welcome and the generous hospitality 

given to me and to my delegation, since our arrival in Abu Dhabi.   

I pay tribute to the founding father of the United Arab Emirates, His Highness Sheikh 

Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, a close friend of Bangladesh and of my father and Father of the 

Nation, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. His Highness was committed to conservation of 

environment, as too was my father. Your Highness' leadership of the global campaign for clean 

energy reflects your own commitment to carry on the good work of your great father. I warmly 

congratulate Your Highness on your noble initiative and purpose.  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

On my arrival in the beautiful city of Abu Dhabi, I observed some mangrove plantations. 

They reminded me of our own Sunderbans, the largest mangrove forest in the world. Thereafter, 

my mind drifted to the world's longest golden beach in Cox's Bazar, the glacial lakes in 

neighboring Bhutan, the coral islands of the Maldives and the resplendent biodiversity of the 

world. Sadly, all are now threatened by the menace of climate change caused by global warming 

due to greenhouse gas emissions (GHG).  

Bangladesh's contribution of GHG emissions is negligible. Yet we are its worst victim. 

Erratic weather and frequent natural disasters are having its toll on human lives and development 

activities. As you are aware, a meter rise in sea level due to global warming would submerge a 

fifth of Bangladesh, displacing 30 million people and causing a catastrophe. Such concerns led us 

all to the Rio Earth Summit in 1992 followed by Kyoto, Bali, Copenhagen and Cancun conferences 

on climate. Sadly, however, the progress in reaching a legally binding comprehensive agreement 

still eludes us.   

 

 

 

 



Your Highness,  

Abu Dhabi is a leading reservoir of fossil fuel. Therefore, its commitment to clean and 

renewable energy, the Masdar initiative, to be the world's first Zero-carbon city, and hosting the 

IRENA Headquarters, is extraordinary.  

Bangladesh too is adopting clean energy. Already 4 million homes have been installed with 

solar power system. We are, however, realistic regarding the sources of energy needed for 

development. Thus, with own reserves of gas, coal and imports of oil, nuclear power, we aim to 

strike a mixed balance of all sources of energy, with clean energy technology, to keep GHG 

emissions at a minimum level.  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

Our aim is to be finally free of GHG in the near future. I know that it will take time. But 

what would progress mean in a world sucked into a vortex of cataclysmic disasters? Is this what 

we wish for our children? If not, we have to discard our self centered and short sighted interests. 

We all have to work together for carbon free nations, following the path of Abu Dhabi, to achieve 

a carbon free world.  

I believe this summit gives us opportunity to renew our commitment towards that end, 

and to leave a green world for our future generations.  

I thank you.  

Joi Bangla, Joi Bangabandhu  

May Bangladesh Live Forever  

Long Live Bangladesh-UAE Friendship.  

..... 


